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CORONAVIRUS — ECONOMIC RECOVERY PLAN 
Matter of Public Interest 

THE SPEAKER (Mr P.B. Watson) [3.50 pm]: Today I received within the prescribed time a letter from the 
member for Bateman in the following terms — 

That this house condemns the McGowan Labor government for failing to articulate a new jobs target or 
economic recovery plan to respond to the Covid crisis, especially given the WA economy was already in 
survival mode prior to COVID-19. 

The matter appears to be in order. 
[At least five members rose in their places.] 
The SPEAKER: The matter can proceed. 
MR D.C. NALDER (Bateman) [3.51 pm]: I move the motion. 
If we look across a lot of the economic measures in Western Australia, we can see that our domestic economy was 
certainly in trouble prior to the coronavirus impacting Western Australia. There is no question that the coronavirus 
has pushed hardship further within the Western Australian economy, but I want to focus initially on some of the 
measures that were in place prior to the coronavirus. I will look firstly at business investment. We know that 
business investment declined by seven per cent in the last financial year; it was the sixth straight year of decline. 
In January, a record level of 153 000 households were suffering mortgage stress. If we compare that figure with 
the figure for the month before of 142 000 and the figure for March 2017, when the McGowan government came 
to power, of around 90 000, we can see that there has been an increase of about 67 per cent in the number of 
households suffering mortgage stress in Western Australia. By mortgage stress I mean that a person’s monthly 
expenditure is greater than their income. The figure of 152 000 households was a record number. According to 
Digital Finance Analytics, the number of households in mortgage stress spiked over the months of March and 
April to 185 000. It is a more severe problem for Western Australia now, but it was already at a record level of 
152 000 households in January. 

I turn to the unemployment level. In January, it was 5.8 per cent seasonally adjusted versus a national rate of 
5.3 per cent. The number of people who were unemployed or underemployed was around 210 000 a couple of months 
ago. The underemployed figure alone is now over 200 000 people, so there has been a massive increase in the 
impact on Western Australia. One would think that we already had a big enough issue in Western Australia for the 
government to spell out an economic plan for the future. It had a plan for 150 000 jobs, but there was not a lot of 
substance behind it. Prior to the coronavirus, the government was spruiking that 157 000 people had been employed, 
but it failed to mention that over two-thirds of those positions were part-time jobs, which actually contributed to 
the growing underemployment issue in Western Australia. Further to that, during question time we heard from the 
Premier that the government had scrapped its jobs plan and its economic plan nine weeks ago. He was critical of 
us raising the fact and said that he had advised us nine weeks ago that he had removed it. Yesterday, the Premier 
was spruiking to the community that Western Australia was reopening for business—that people should get into 
the stores and go and buy things. When we asked the Premier for the economic plan to take Western Australia out 
of this challenging economic situation, he was critical that we did not note that he told us nine weeks ago that he 
had removed the old plan. There has been adequate time for the government to come clean with the people of 
Western Australia about how it will support Western Australia to move forward. 

We know that the general public has a positive perception of the government’s management of the health aspects 
of coronavirus. The general feeling in the community is that both the federal and state governments have handled 
the health aspects of the coronavirus quite well. I would argue that two other elements need to be examined and 
critiqued. One is how the state government has looked after the economy during the coronavirus and the other is what 
it plans to do beyond the coronavirus as the economy reopens. There has been deathly silence from the government 
on an economic plan for the future of Western Australia. I argue that the government’s support for businesses and 
households during the pandemic was below average—it was below par, relative to other states. I would also say 
that there was a fair degree of smoke and mirrors with a lot of the offers that were made to the community. We 
can look at the payroll tax exemption, the grants available to business for energy rebates and the protections given 
to people concerning utility disconnection. When we start to go through and analyse them, we find that there was 
not a lot of substance to the so-called fiscal spend of the government to support Western Australians in this time 
of crisis. When we questioned the Treasurer during our consideration of the bill to exempt small businesses with 
wages of less than $7.5 million from paying payroll tax, he made the comment that he had had no briefing on the 
number of businesses that had actually closed and therefore were not paying payroll tax. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: I said there was no modelling. 
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Mr D.C. NALDER: That is the word—he said there was no modelling. From my experiences on the Economic and 
Expenditure Reform Committee and of the regular economic updates that the Treasurer gets, I find it intriguing that, 
in a time of crisis, there were no regular updates on what was happening across all lines of business. I find it quite 
amazing that there was no indication of what was happening with payroll tax and where businesses were being 
impacted. When I asked the Treasurer whether he could provide such information, he said that it was not possible 
because there was no modelling on the current impacts. Without that, we could not work out whether the offers 
that the government was making to small businesses were genuine. While the government made it sound like the 
package was worth $170 million, I suspect that many businesses had already shut up shop and were not actually 
trading and therefore were not paying payroll tax. They may have been on JobKeeper or whatever. 

The government has failed to come clean on how it will support Western Australia to move forward. The government 
has failed to support households and industry economically through the coronavirus. Instead, it has relied solely 
on the work and heavy lifting of the federal government. The Treasurer has said in the past that the state government 
would, of course, rely on the federal government because it has the fiscal ability to spend more than the state can 
spend. But I think it is no excuse for the government to not genuinely help people. I have had small landlords that 
are really being punished over the Commercial Tenancies (COVID-19 Response) Act. They are really concerned 
that they are being held over a barrel. The legislation relies on the code of conduct that was to be developed in 
30 days, but they are still none the wiser. We have not had anything from the government that will help those small 
landlords who have been really struggling. I looked at small businesses in my community. A small bar, near a corner 
store, has a lot of fridges, which throws him over the 50 megawatts, but because he is on a business plan with 
Synergy, which it offered, he is not entitled to any of the rebate. They say that he has a discount on the standard 
rate and therefore is not entitled to a rebate at all. He is asking why that is. He has this deal with Synergy generally, 
but he is in trouble and cannot open or run the business and he cannot access the rebate. 

Then we hear about subtenants in large shopping centres. Small businesses are paying their electricity—it might 
or might not be with Synergy—but they have no access to any government support to help their businesses. When 
we start to look behind these measures that the government has promoted, we see that they do not go anywhere 
near enough to help support Western Australian businesses and households manage through this coronavirus 
pandemic. I would say that the state government has failed in this aspect. 

I will look at the plan going forward. Yesterday, the Premier was out spruiking that the economy is reopening and 
businesses are opening, and we want to see it open. Do not get me wrong; we want to see things get going where 
and when we can. We definitely want to see that. But we also know that there were troubles in the economy prior 
to the impact of coronavirus. That means we need more than a little bit of stimulus, unless the government wants 
to just put us back where we were. If the Treasurer puts us back where we were, that is 152 000 households suffering 
mortgage stress; that is record levels of utility disconnections, which have doubled over the last three years; and 
that is a lack of business investment growth in Western Australia. It is an economy that has been struggling and 
we need a plan for more than the impact of coronavirus to ensure that we put Western Australia on the right footing 
to move forward. 

This matter of public interest motion today calls on the state government to come clean about its plans to give 
Western Australians some assurance that it understands what to do and how it is going to support Western Australian 
businesses and households so we can have some comfort that there is a way forward for Western Australia. 

MR D.T. REDMAN (Warren–Blackwood) [4.02 pm]: I hope that walk to the lectern has not chewed up my 
time, Mr Acting Speaker. 

I want to support the motion put up by the member for Bateman. It is clear that in the last few weeks there has been 
a shift in the public debate from the response to the health crisis to now painting a pathway for coming out of the 
health challenge and the economic recovery that will come. This government was certainly talking from the rooftops 
about jobs when it went to the last election. That was the Labor Party’s lead argument and a jobs target was even 
put up on its website. I make the point that it was not even a stretch target. If we look at the target that was set, it 
is the same percentage increase over time. In fact, over its last two terms, the Liberal–National government gained 
more jobs in Western Australia than the target the Labor Party laid down for this term going out to 2023–24. It is 
not even a stretch target. 

The point has been made on a number of occasions that the Western Australian economy is heavily controlled by 
external factors that are outside our control. We were dealing with a lot of that. We dealt with an iron ore price 
boom and then a slump and the GST challenges and the lag that was affecting that. We now see the issues with 
China—the debate we have just had about barley—and the oil price and its flow-through impact on jobs in the 
petroleum sector, with both Woodside and Chevron shedding jobs. When the government has talked about jobs in 
the past, both the Treasurer and the Premier have said that the last government created no jobs in its last term. It is 
interesting that the jobs target has now been pulled off the website. The government needs to take the good with 
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the bad. Governments are not measured by those external factors; they are measured by their response and the 
positions that they take in leading us out of it. It is leadership that counts here. We want to see transparency. We 
want the government to lay out a plan for how it will take us out of this. Part of that is about visibility on what is 
happening in our domestic economy. We do not see that because we have not got a position on the state of the 
state’s finances. We were supposed to see a budget last week, but we have not seen a budget. The last visibility we 
had on the state’s finances was in the midyear review at the end of December last year. We want transparency on 
the state’s finances, particularly as it applies to the domestic economy. We want the government to give us a plan 
for coming out of the challenges that we currently face. 

This motion goes to a couple of things. It goes to a jobs target. We want the government to put it back up—set us 
a target, even if it is for the domestic economy. Give us a plan for the state’s economic recovery. It is not unreasonable 
to request that from a government that has led with its job creation chin. If that is what the government has led 
with, it should keep it on its agenda and give us an understanding of where it is going to go in the future. The state’s 
finances need to be out on the table. I know that the Treasurer has given some undertakings about that. I was not 
in the chamber last Thursday when he talked about that, but I have written to the Treasurer asking him to put that 
on the table, and I hope that he follows the position that I have taken. It is important that we are up-front with the 
people of Western Australia about the government trying to lead us out of the challenge. As the shadow Treasurer 
said, we want to see success in this space, and that is why we have been backing in many of the measures the 
government has brought to the table for debate in order to help it with that cause. 

MS L. METTAM (Vasse) [4.05 pm]: I rise to speak on this motion that is fundamentally about having a jobs target 
and the importance of jobs to Western Australia. I will speak specifically about the transport portfolio. The focus 
of this motion is jobs, and that is understandable because at this point in time Western Australia is facing a jobs 
crisis. It is fair to say that the McGowan government has been well applauded for the work that it has undertaken 
so far in response to the health crisis, but we now face over 60 000 Western Australians who have lost their jobs 
in the last four weeks alone. Furthermore, we know that 67 000 Western Australians are maintaining their jobs thanks 
to the federal government’s investment in the JobKeeper payment. We have a major jobs crisis and it is important 
that the government is very clear about the jobs plan going forward and shows some genuine commitment to this 
important issue that affects every Western Australian. 

That is where transport comes in. Quite obviously, it is through investment in transport infrastructure where we see 
so many jobs created. That is why I join with many people in the community who found it quite extraordinary that 
the day after an announcement that 64 000 Western Australian jobs had been lost in four weeks, the Minister for 
Transport was at Beeliar Regional Park announcing further job losses through the blocking of the important Roe 8 
project. The minister in her statement called the Roe 8 project “fundamentally flawed”, but successive governments 
have supported the Roe 8 project. Successive governments did not believe that the extension of Roe Highway was 
fundamentally flawed; in fact, it was part of the Stephenson plan and has been supported by successive governments 
over about 60 years. State and federal environmental agencies did not believe that the Roe 8 project was fundamentally 
flawed either. It had the support of state and federal agencies. Of course, the southern suburbs community also 
supports Roe 8, as independent polling has indicated. The transport sector as well as Infrastructure Australia support 
the Roe 8 extension for the significant efficiency that would be gained.  

I note the minister’s comments in the chamber today and her recent media statement boasting about the 
significant endorsement Infrastructure Australia had provided for the Morley–Ellenbrook rail project. According 
to Infrastructure Australia, the project had a benefit–cost ratio of one to one with “marginal benefits”. If this is 
a measurement of the endorsement or success of a particular transport project, why would the government not take 
into consideration the same measure when applying it to Roe 8? Roe 8 had a benefit–cost ratio of 2.8 to one, stemming 
from a reduction in travel time and an $8.15 saving per trip for freight vehicles. In 2016, Infrastructure Australia said 
that the Roe Highway extension for Roe 8 beat 93 other projects across the country at the time. The point I am making 
is that if the government is going to refer to a federal government agency as an endorsement for a particular transport 
project, it needs to be fair about such assessments. It is quite clear that the assessment from Infrastructure Australia, 
in addition to those of environmental agencies and the community of the southern suburbs, which obviously understands 
the benefits of this project from both a road safety and an amenity perspective, indicated that Roe 8 was a worthy 
project. Of course, the reason that the motion we are debating today is so important is the jobs that would have 
been created quite obviously from the construction of Roe 8 and 9. That is why I and many people in the community 
find it quite extraordinary that the day after there was an announcement of 64 000 job losses in WA, the minister 
would be spruiking a decision to block those jobs. Furthermore, there would be 10 000 direct and indirect jobs from 
the construction of Roe 8 and 9, which the minister announced would be blocked by the McGowan government. 

This government has also made many promises about Metronet, with, collectively, 20 000 direct and indirect jobs 
from Metronet and Roe 8 and 9. Those jobs have been held up through significant blowouts and delays in the 
Metronet project. The Morley–Ellenbrook line was promised as an $863 million project. The budget for the line 
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alone is now $1 billion. Construction was meant to start last year, yet the contract was awarded this year. 
Construction on the Yanchep line was meant to start last year, yet, again, major works will commence in late 2020. 
The Thornlie–Cockburn line was promised last year, yet construction will start in late 2020. I understand that 
construction on the Byford rail line is meant to start in 2021 and a final business case is to be delivered later this 
year. There have been delays in such projects. We know that the Forrestfield–Airport Link was meant to be completed 
by now, yet we are still to see a completion date. When these projects are delayed, that is a delay in jobs as well, 
and that represents an opportunity lost. 

On the Metronet projects themselves, Australian Owned Contractors chief executive, Brent Crockford, said that 
the Metronet project is shaping up to become an Australian project delivered by foreign contractors. Such comments 
follow the announcement that construction of the Morley–Ellenbrook rail line will go to either Spanish-owned 
CPB Contractors or United Kingdom–owned Laing O’Rourke. We know that the Yanchep and Thornlie–Cockburn 
major projects, which are 50 kilometres apart but have been packaged together, have been awarded to the Spanish 
company CPB Contractors. There was no opportunity at all for local contractors or mid-tier contractors to compete 
for such a project. We heard more today about the Bayswater station. Decmil, the WA subcontractor, is taking 
orders from Spanish-owned Acciona, a subsidiary of Coleman Rail. 

Collectively, $2.5 billion of work that could have gone to WA contractors is effectively going to foreign tier 1 
contractors. We know that governments can do this. The federal member for Forrest, Nola Marino, insisted that the 
Bunbury Outer Ring Road, which has largely been funded by the federal government, have industry sustainability 
criteria. It is really unfortunate that there was no consideration that the $5 billion Metronet project have the same 
sort of industry sustainability criteria. It represents an opportunity lost. More than $2.5 billion that has been committed 
to Metronet so far has gone to larger foreign companies, instead of giving our mid-tier Western Australian companies 
an opportunity to compete and build our skills base here. 

There is no room in a post-pandemic world for pre-pandemic thinking. Transport is critically important for not 
only road safety outcomes and improving efficiency, but also driving jobs. Unfortunately, what we have seen from 
this government so far is jobs being held up due to significant delays and a lack of industry support by bypassing 
an opportunity for local sustainability criteria on public transport projects. That is why it was outrageous to see 
the minister gloating about a loss of jobs as a result of blocking Roe 8 and 9 the day after we heard about the 
60 000 job losses in four weeks. That is why it should be of concern to every Western Australian that we are yet 
to see an inch of rail delivered and a milestone met in the government’s signature Metronet project. That is why 
the comment from industry should be of concern to all Western Australians. The comment from industry, not 
from the Liberal opposition, is that Metronet is becoming a Western Australian project delivered largely by 
foreign contractors. 

MRS L.M. HARVEY (Scarborough — Leader of the Opposition) [4.16 pm]: I, too, rise to contribute to the matter 
of public interest that the opposition has raised in Parliament today. My colleagues have indeed articulated that 
before COVID-19 hit in Western Australia, we had raised in 2019 and earlier issues to do with the state’s domestic 
economy and WA’s unemployment rate, which was averaging at 5.6 per cent, which is above the 5.2 per cent national 
average. That equates to an average of 80 500 Western Australians being unemployed every month for the six months 
from August 2019 to February 2020. According to the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Western Australia, 
last year consumer confidence was at its lowest level in two years, with 65 per cent of its survey respondents 
highlighting that the increased cost of living was having a negative impact. One-third of young people reported 
being unable to pay bills on time, almost 20 per cent had to borrow money from family and friends and 19 per cent 
could not pay off their credit card should the need arise. Our retail sector continued to remain stagnant, growing 
by only three per cent in three years and, as a direct result, the vacancy rate for Perth CBD building is the worst in 
the nation, with almost 20 per cent of stores empty. This was summed up in January 2020 when the new chief 
economist at the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Western Australia stated that WA’s economy was trapped 
in survival mode, whereby businesses were hesitant to invest and take risks. That was the scenario that was facing 
Western Australians. Over 140 000 households were in mortgage stress, 125 000 households were in negative 
equity and the average price of a Perth home was more than 20 per cent below the 2014 peak, with the average 
homeowner having lost $100 000 in value. 

Those were the facts prior to COVID-19 hitting. The Premier was elected in 2017 on the basis of an ambitious 
jobs-creation target that he was nowhere near achieving; he was not even in the same ballpark as his target—the 
target that he put to the community to get elected in March 2017. We have been calling on the Premier again and 
again to outline the plan to reopen the state and the plan for the economic recovery for Western Australia post 
COVID-19. Today, I called for the border restrictions to be eased. People in the community need to understand 
when the phase 3 and phase 4 restrictions will be implemented. The Premier is at great pains to say again and 
again that he is acting on the best medical advice given to him. Can the Premier then explain why Australia’s 
Deputy Chief Medical Officer, Professor Paul Kelly, today said that there is little reason for the states to keep their 
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borders closed, and stressed that it was never advised by national health authorities? The Premier needs to explain 
to the community of Western Australia and to all those businesses that were on their knees before COVID-19 hit, 
why he is restricting them from having customers come through their doors. Given that there is no evidence of 
community spread of COVID-19, the Premier should table the medical advice that says why Western Australians 
should not be able to travel within the state.  

What is the medical advice that says that a beauty therapist should operate under different restrictions from those 
under which a hairdresser should operate? The Premier should table the advice from the Deputy Chief Medical 
Officer that says that every single activity within a beauty therapy business is a higher risk for transmission of 
COVID-19 than the activities carried out by a hairdresser. He should explain to those family businesses and women 
who have lost their livelihoods and wasted all that effort to build up their businesses over the years, why he has 
kept them closed. He cannot tell them why. The Premier tells us that he has medical advice but he cannot say what 
it is. The Premier needs to table that advice. 

We call on the Premier to step into line with the advice of Australia’s Deputy Chief Medical Officer. He should 
lift the restrictions so that people in Western Australia can get back to work. Every day those businesses stay closed 
is another day of lost income, of moving further away from the ability to start up and re-employ people and of 
moving closer to the dole queue, with the JobSeeker payment and Centrelink being their only source of income. 
This Premier is depriving Western Australians of customers, especially in our regions. 

MR B.S. WYATT (Victoria Park — Treasurer) [4.22 pm]: I rise to make some comments on the motion moved 
by the opposition. I want to remind all members of what I have been saying and what I used to say in opposition. 
The former government liked to spend beyond its capacity. I warned the then government that it was taking away the 
financial capacity of future governments; it was not allowing a future government to respond to the circumstances 
in which it might find itself. At the time I was thinking about things like a global financial crisis and a cyclical 
recession. Admittedly, I did not think about or foresee a global pandemic. Apparently, the opposition now says that 
we should have foreseen this global pandemic and planned accordingly. I want to make this point because the motion 
says that the opposition is very worried about the jobs target, which the member for Bateman has always described 
as a scam. He has critiqued us up hill and down dale about having the audacity to set a jobs target, and now, nine 
weeks after the media statement went out from the Premier that the priorities have been suspended, he wants us to 
reinstate it. 

Mr D.C. Nalder: No. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: Yes, that is the reality. After being critiqued for having a target, now he is whingeing that we 
no longer have one. The other point is that there is no plan. It is like he has stuck a cauliflower in his ears during 
question time and missed the answers given by pretty much every minister during question time. So worried is the 
opposition, that the last time the Liberal Party asked me a question about these issues was in November last year! 
The coronavirus was still inside the bat when I last got a question from the Liberal Party! That is the situation in 
which we find ourselves; so worried is the opposition about jobs and the economy that it does not ask the Treasurer 
a single question about these issues. 

I turn to the facts, because, interestingly, the Leader of the Opposition talked about facts. At any point in February 
this year, the economic data we had was way better than that which we inherited. 

Mr D.C. Nalder: That’s not right. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: No, that is right, member for Bateman. Every dataset was better than what we inherited. To 
remind people again, during the term of the former government, in particular the second term, business investments 
shrank by nearly 30 per cent, dwelling investments shrank by 23 per cent and not one single job was created in the 
second term of the former Liberal–National government. I want to remind people of that; I did not want to because 
we are now facing circumstances beyond anything we could have expected. I get that that puts the opposition in 
a position whereby not many people are interested in what its members have to say, but that is the reality. It is 
unprecedented. The whingeing from the Leader of the Opposition around the effective operation of the national 
cabinet has been extraordinary. I have not seen one political leader anywhere, other than here in Western Australia, 
complain about the effective operation of the national cabinet. 

Mrs L.M. Harvey interjected. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: The Leader of the Opposition has complained about it; her standard stance is to complain. In 
February, the data was good, before the devastation of what we had to do to deal with the health consequences of 
the coronavirus. February 2020 was one of the strongest months of employment we had seen, with the creation of 
10 900 jobs and the unemployment rate falling to 5.2 per cent—the lowest rate in almost five years. We had taken 
that recession created by the Liberal Party at the end of the largest boom in Western Australia’s history, and started 
to turn it around. That was good news. As every job was created, the shadow Treasurer complained about it, but it 
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was good news. Now we find ourselves in this scenario whereby we have had to react to a global pandemic. We 
have seen reactions by governments around the globe—some reacted quickly, and some not so quickly. Australia has 
been world-class in its response, primarily because of early behaviour and the government structure created through 
the national cabinet. Most people—other than half a dozen people in the Western Australian Liberal Party—would 
recognise that. That structure has been working. We are now in a position to lift restrictions on movement around 
Western Australia—thank God! We are lifting restrictions on the capacity of businesses to trade—thank God! Not 
one person wanted to restrict economic activity, but the coronavirus effectively halted output immediately. We 
have not seen anything like that; those things cannot be modelled. As a result, the data is slightly better. 

Thankfully, in recent days, the falls around payroll et cetera have not been as dramatic; the figures are getting 
better. I suspect that Western Australia, compared with most states in the nation, will be much better placed to come 
out on the other side. We have already announced a range of measures. Again, every measure that we have announced 
is critiqued strongly by the WA Liberal Party. I get that we have not spent the $4 billion that the Leader of the 
Opposition wants us to spend. At the time that she demanded the $4 billion spend, it would have been unaffordable 
because if anyone had been watching the bond markets—the member for Bateman is educated; I have written and 
explained it all to him—I suspect that we would not have been able to borrow that money. We have not spent 
$4 billion; it has been targeted. 

A complaint was made—I think from the member for Vasse; I am not sure—that we have not spent as much as 
the commonwealth government. I am not surprised! We do not have that balance sheet capacity due to an old term 
called “vertical fiscal imbalance”. I am not going to educate the opposition on that again, but that is why we do 
not have the capacity to spend like the commonwealth government. But we have done a lot. We have frozen 
household fees and charges, doubled the energy assistance payment and provided payroll tax assistance. We have 
not just waived payroll tax, but, from 1 July, grants of $17 500 will be paid to those businesses in Western Australia 
with payrolls of between $1 million and $4 million. We have waived licence fees. We worked out very quickly 
that the tourism sector in particular would be hit hard, and it has been hit hard, and that is why we waived licence 
fees across a range of areas—over $100 million in spend—and why we recently announced grants for the tourism 
sector to try to get it through the hibernation period and build a bridge to recovery. That has, thankfully in my 
view, arrived a bit earlier than we all thought, say, a month ago. 

In one of the biggest spends, $2 500 was put into the electricity accounts of 95 000 small businesses. There was 
also Keystart loan relief and tax and utility bill payment arrangements so that we do not get that scenario that the 
member for Bateman spoke about—those exercising debt covenants. That goes in nicely with the commonwealth 
government suspending insolvency proceedings for six months. By way of an aside, land tax grants are going well. 
There have been 285 applications. Money is flowing out the door as we do that key thing—encourage landlords 
to enter into an arrangement with their tenant for rent to be deferred. And we will do our bit around land tax. I am 
pleased to say that demand around that has been good. We have done our bit again—government rent has been waived 
for six months, and then of course there are others to come around procurement reform and grants to apprentices 
and trainees. We have done a lot. 

The Premier says almost on a daily basis in Parliament what is coming next around the recovery component; whether 
it be Sharyn O’Neill’s role under the legislation to recover or industry engagement, which is fundamental. The 
state spend is about 10 to 15 per cent of the economy; it is the private sector that is going to lead recovery. I hope 
it supports the sorts of things that I want to do in procurement and what the Minister for Planning wants to do in 
planning; to get the private sector doing what it wants to do. It will be a test for the Liberal Party whether it is going 
to move these bland motions or support the government in trying to get the private sector back into a space where 
it has the confidence to spend. 

This is the simple reality: we have done what we can to try to ensure that businesses and households hibernate. 
Can we replace the wealth that has been lost? No. Neither can the commonwealth; not even with its balances sheet. 
The great tragedy of what has occurred is that there will be long-term pain and it will take us time to recover from 
this. There will be a tail on people who have lost their jobs. It will take time to get the unemployment rate back down 
to the 5.2 per cent that it was in February 2020. That is the tragedy of this vicious virus. But the Premier and the 
government has always acted to ensure Western Australians are unprotected from its spread—always did, and that 
is the key. The economic policy is very closely following the health decisions that we have had to make. 
Thankfully, we are now in a position—as I said, slightly earlier than I would have thought a month ago—to encourage 
more economic activity. The Premier announced the lifting of a range of restrictions, which is wonderful. I get 
it—a range of people in other areas of Western Australia are cranky that they did not get the same restrictions, but 
as the Premier said, as soon as we feel as though we can, as soon as our local health officers say this is a safe thing to 
do, we will do that. We do not sit around wanting to stop people travelling around Western Australia and spending 
money; we do not want that. I, for one, have a very personal connection to Broome. I am desperate to get Broome 
activated again and full of tourists—we all are. But I am not going to threaten them with an early release that 
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results in a spike in coronavirus cases. This is lost on the opposition. Imagine the impact on confidence if we had 
to reimpose restrictions? It would be devastating for communities. Business investment would stop and it will not 
come back because they would have no confidence that the government has made the right call again. It would be 
devastating. 

We will continue to work with the commonwealth government. As much as that annoys the Leader of the Opposition, 
we will work closely with the commonwealth government. We will take advice; we will not make flippant remarks 
about throwing open the borders because that will get us on the TV tonight. It will be done in lock step with health 
advice. The health advice and the health reactions also mean that we can make strong and positive decisions around 
the economy. This is something that no MP has seen—hopefully no MP will see again in my lifetime. We have tried 
our best to work with other governments to do this. When I look around the nation, I have to say that opposition 
leadership has been generally good. I found the opposition leadership in Western Australia wanting. 

MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Transport) [4.34 pm]: I first acknowledge the Premier and the 
Minister for Health, both in this chamber today, for their work in relation to basically saving Western Australia 
from what could have been an absolute health crisis. When I see elderly and vulnerable people walking through 
a shopping centre and think that I have been part of a government that has basically prevented these people from 
potentially dying, or being in a hospital and having their health so impacted, I am proud to be part of a government 
that has done that. I think it is easy now to be flippant about what we faced, but the early and very tough decisions 
made by this government, as part of a national cabinet, has really helped Western Australia get through the crisis 
as far as we have. We will continue to listen to health advice on that issue. 

In relation to my portfolios, what is the plan? It is pretty simple: invest, spend on infrastructure, and facilitate 
private sector investment from the planning portfolio. Obviously, the opposition missed what we have been doing 
over the past few months in relation to the economy. I will quickly go through a couple of announcements that we 
have made over the past month. I will start on 21 April, which seems like a long time ago. That was of course when 
TBM Sandy broke through in Bayswater. We inherited that contract from the previous government—one with 
a foreign company, but anyway. The Forrestfield–Airport Link project has been challenging, but it is a project that 
I am proud of, and the work is being done by Western Australian workers delivering an excellent project for 
Western Australia. On 28 April, we announced the Mitchell Freeway extension to Alkimos. Two building contractors 
were short-listed to kickstart the $215 million Mitchell Freeway extension from Hester Avenue to Romeo Road in 
Alkimos. NRW Contracting with WBHO Infrastructure, and BMD Construction with the Georgiou Group, were 
the two short-listed proponents. We brought forward that project in record time, to be delivered very soon. 

There was then the announcement of the short list for the Metronet procurement. The opposition hates both 
companies that have been short-listed for that project, even though they were extensively involved in projects for 
the previous government, including Roe 8 and 9. The opposition dislikes CPB Contractors so much that it chose 
that company to deliver its Roe 8 and 9 projects! 

I will go through some other projects. On 30 April, we announced a new streamlined process for up to $140 million 
of road and maritime projects. We now have a panel of local contractors to help deliver those fast-tracked projects. 
Again, we put forward that initiative to make sure we can fast-track those projects. 

Infrastructure Australia gave the green light to the Morley–Ellenbrook line; something that the opposition cannot 
handle. The member for Riverton said it would take a genius to get that project to stack up! 

Several members interjected. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: They still do not like Ellenbrook. They go out saying in their little tweets “Build Ellenbrook” 
but they cannot actually like it! It does not matter when I raise it, the opposition wants to dispute the economics 
and everything about it. 

On 4 May, we announced the request for proposal for Lakelands station—in record time. We announced the 
Balcatta firm, PS Structures, to build the Mandurah train station car park. We announced a small project, but still 
very important: $2.6 million worth of upgrades to Leach Highway. What else have we done? We also announced 
a number of local contractors had engaged in the construction of the railcar manufacturing facility in Bellevue, near 
Midland. We announced a preferred proponent to build the congestion-busting Tonkin gap project, a $500 million 
contract to Georgiou, WA Limestone, BG&E and GHD. That is what we have done in a month. The previous 
government did not do that amount in eight years, let alone in a month. More contracts have been issued in one 
month than during the entire eight years of the former government. 

I will refer to local contracting because it is very interesting to see the now obsession about this issue from the 
shadow minister and the Leader of the Opposition. Do members remember when we brought the Matagarup Bridge 
project back to Western Australia? 
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Mr R.H. Cook: I remember that. That was good fun. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: That was one of the first challenges we faced when we came into government. The Leader of 
the Opposition talked about that bridge and said that because we were bringing it back to Western Australian 
workers, it was a compromised piece of infrastructure. When we talked about railcar manufacturing coming back to 
Western Australia, what did the Leader of the Opposition say? She said it was an unsustainable, failed manufacturing 
industry from a bygone era. 

Mrs L.M. Harvey interjected. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The Leader of the Opposition still does not like Lego. Again, she is insulting the workers who 
will be building our trains. I will tell them to go on LEGO Masters because that is what the Leader of the Opposition 
said! LEGO Masters is a fabulous show, of course. 

All the opposition can do is knock, knock, knock these projects. Of all the comments made by the opposition, we 
cannot go past some of the comments made today by the Leader of the Opposition. She has doubled down and 
said that we should get rid of our hard borders with the east. She said — 

“We shouldn’t be cut off from other states where there’s no evidence of community spread … 

The Leader of the Opposition’s logic is that because there is no community spread in Western Australia, we should 
get rid of the borders to allow other states that have community spread to bring it into WA. That is the logic of 
what the Leader of the Opposition is saying. She said there is no community spread in Western Australia, so we 
should do what? Take down the borders. The Minister for Health has kindly handed me some statistics. 

Mrs L.M. Harvey: You’re misquoting. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I did not misquote the Leader of the Opposition. This is exactly what the ABC is reporting as 
a direct quote — 

“We shouldn’t be cut off from other states where there’s no evidence of community spread … 

Mrs L.M. Harvey: We should not be cut off from other states where there is no evidence of community spread. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Mr Acting Speaker — 

Mrs L.M. Harvey interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr S.J. Price): Leader of the Opposition! 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The statistics in the table I have here show that 85 per cent of the cases in Western Australia 
have been acquired overseas, and 15 per cent have been a combination of locally acquired cases in some way. That 
is by far the highest percentage of any other state. All other states have a lower percentage of cases from overseas 
and a higher percentage of cases that were locally acquired. Again, the Leader of the Opposition has been caught 
out on the detail. To get a cheap hit on the Premier for his management of COVID-19 in this state, the Leader of 
the Opposition has said that we should take down the borders. That is a completely ridiculous position for the state 
at this time. 

I will refer to some comments made by the New South Wales government. The Leader of the Opposition is aligning 
herself with the New South Wales Premier. As I understand it, New South Wales is saying that it is too dangerous 
to catch a bus in New South Wales, but it wants people from New South Wales to come to Western Australia. They 
cannot catch a bus in New South Wales but it is okay to travel on a plane to Western Australia! I do not understand 
that logic. If the New South Wales government cannot trust people to catch public transport in New South Wales, 
why would it want people to get on a plane and come to Western Australia? The logic does not hold water. 

As I have demonstrated, over the past month, a record number of contracts have gone out to tender. Jobs are being 
delivered. The amount of activity that is out there and will continue to be out there is incredible. I pay my respects 
to all those in the civil construction industry who have worked continually over the past few months. It is their 
employment and income that has helped sustain a level of economic activity in Western Australia, along with the 
very strong resources sector. They go out overnight and upgrade freeways and undertake works. The Leader of the 
Opposition, but particularly the shadow minister, think that they can criticise Western Australian workers and that 
the workers will not hear about it, but they do hear about it. All they are hearing is the Liberal Party opposition 
criticising Western Australian workers who are out there working day and night upgrading our roads, getting our 
works finished and making sure that economic activity continues in Western Australia. 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Premier) [4.45 pm]: Obviously, we do not support the motion. I think it 
is important to put on the record a few facts from recent history. In February, Western Australia’s economy was 
doing very well. Unemployment was down to 5.2 per cent. When we came to office, it was at 6.4 per cent. That is 
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a big turnaround in the unemployment rate. Western Australia had the highest participation rate in Australia by 
a long, long way. We would have had the lowest unemployment rate in the country if we averaged the participation 
rates of the other states. Since March 2017, 72 000 new jobs were created in Western Australia. All those figures 
came out via the Australian Bureau of Statistics in February, prior to COVID-19 coming along. Obviously, things 
changed. The most dramatic economic issue since the Great Depression is a pretty big thing to have to deal with. 
It has been a traumatic and difficult period for many people across Western Australia, Australia and the world, and 
we have dealt with it as best we can. The most important thing that we have to keep in mind, which is reinforced 
at the national cabinet regularly when the federal Secretary to the Treasury, Dr Steven Kennedy, and the Governor 
of the Reserve Bank, Dr Philip Lowe, come on is that we need to retain confidence. We need confidence across 
the country so that consumers can go out and spend. The main impact on confidence is the potential re-emergence 
of the virus. Therefore, we are more cautious than some people might wish but more progressive than most states 
across the country in the reopening measures that we put in place because we want to retain confidence that the 
virus will not come back and that Western Australians and Australians are as protected as they can be. 

I noted what the Leader of the Opposition said when she posed a question about the interstate border. The reason 
that the border is in place is that we have medical advice from the Chief Health Officer and the director general of 
the Department of Health that the border closure is important for the health of Western Australians. There is an 
economic reason as well. It creates confidence in the state that we can loosen some of the restrictions without the 
risk of infection coming from the east. They are two important things. There are higher rates of infection in the 
east and there is community spread, particularly in Victoria. There are, and have been, significant outbreaks in 
New South Wales. That is a fact. They are verifiable facts. Therefore, we will retain the border closure with the east 
for as long as we need to in order to protect the health of Western Australians and ensure that we have confidence 
in our economy. I do not care what the opposition says. I do not care that the Liberal Party demands that it come 
down too soon. I do not care that the Liberal Premier of New South Wales demands that it comes down, because 
it protects the health of Western Australians and creates confidence in our economy for people to consume and 
invest. They are the reasons behind it. 

As I said, February was a long time ago. Obviously, the economy is very different now from that in February when 
we had those stellar employment figures and economic outcomes, as it is in every economy across the world. We 
have implemented a whole range of measures that the Treasurer outlined, such as payroll tax cuts and freezing 
household fees and charges, support for small business in terms of electricity bills, energy assistance payments for 
those people in more financial trouble, Lotterywest COVID relief fund, waiving of licence fees, rent for small 
business people across the state, support for small businesses through commercial tenancies and residential tenants 
for residential tenancies. If we add those and the other stimulus measures provided earlier this year and late last 
year, we have put in place the best part of $2.5 billion. However, we will not bankrupt Western Australia. Through 
the fevered press releases and fevered texts or tweets that the opposition puts out, it demands all sorts of incredible 
things that would bankrupt the state. It has bankrupted the state once before. We cannot allow the Liberal Party to 
do it again. So we will continue to be very supportive of households and businesses across the state and continue 
to put in place more targeted measures to create jobs and investment and to support businesses and develop more 
capital works as we go along, and continue to employ our workforce, unlike others out there. However, we will 
not follow the lead of the Liberal Party and bankrupt Western Australia as the Liberal Party did last time it was in 
government. That will not happen under us. 

Mr D.C. Nalder interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: The Liberal Party left us with $44 billion of debt and now it wants to destroy confidence in 
the Western Australian economy once again by bringing down the hard border with the east. We will not listen to 
members opposite. They are grossly irresponsible with what they put forward. For the leader of the Liberal Party 
to just follow the New South Wales Premier is grossly irresponsible for the health of Western Australians and for 
the Western Australian economy. We will not allow members opposite to put in place these grossly irresponsible 
measures that go against the health and economic advice for this state. 

Division 

Question put and a division taken, the Acting Speaker (Mr S.J. Price) casting his vote with the noes, with the 
following result — 

Ayes (16) 

Mr I.C. Blayney Dr D.J. Honey Mr W.R. Marmion Mr D.C. Nalder 
Mr V.A. Catania Mr P.A. Katsambanis Mr J.E. McGrath Mr D.T. Redman 
Ms M.J. Davies Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup Ms L. Mettam Mr P.J. Rundle 
Mrs L.M. Harvey Mr S.K. L’Estrange Dr M.D. Nahan Mr A. Krsticevic (Teller) 
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Noes (33) 

Ms L.L. Baker Mr M. Hughes Mr S.J. Price Mr C.J. Tallentire 
Dr A.D. Buti Mr W.J. Johnston Mr D.T. Punch Mr D.A. Templeman 
Mr J.N. Carey Mr D.J. Kelly Ms M.M. Quirk Mr P.C. Tinley 
Mrs R.M.J. Clarke Mr F.M. Logan Mrs M.H. Roberts Mr R.R. Whitby 
Mr R.H. Cook Mr M. McGowan Ms C.M. Rowe Mr B.S. Wyatt 
Mr M.J. Folkard Ms S.F. McGurk Ms R. Saffioti Mr D.R. Michael (Teller) 
Ms J.M. Freeman Mr Y. Mubarakai Ms A. Sanderson  
Ms E.L. Hamilton Mrs L.M. O’Malley Ms J.J. Shaw  
Mr T.J. Healy Mr P. Papalia Mrs J.M.C. Stojkovski  

            
Pairs 

Mrs A.K. Hayden Mr J.R. Quigley 
Mr K.M. O’Donnell Ms S.E. Winton 
Mr R.S. Love Mr M.P. Murray 

Question thus negatived. 
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